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A round early February 
every year, Catholic 
Mexicans like to play 
dress-up.  

 They’re not cloth-
ing themselves though. They’re 
choosing outfits for cherubic Niño 
Dios figures,  representations of the 
Baby Jesus. It’s one of many traditions 
for the Día de la Virgen de la Cande-
laria (Feb. 2), the day when the Virgin 
Mary presented her son in the tem-
ple of Jerusalem, according to Cath-
olic belief.  

 The most popular Niño Di-
os models, often made of porcelain, 
portray the Baby Jesus with peachy 
cheeks, impressively thick eyelash-
es and a full head of brown hair. Of-
tentimes, the dressed Niños Dios are 
brought to churches or displayed in 
people’s homes during Día de la Vir-
gen de la Candelaria parties. 

 In traditional images, the baby 
often wears a little loincloth or white 
dress, but these days, his wardrobe 
has diversified. Now the Niño Dios 
sometimes dons an emerald green 
soccer uniform, like those of  “El TRI,” 
the Mexican national soccer team. In 
markets, various stands advertise that 
they create outfits for the Niño Dios.  
In Mexico City’s La Lagunilla mar-
ket, tailors will dress Baby Jesus as a 
policeman, lawyer or “luchas libres” 
wrestler, said Israel Labastida, an in-
dependent art curator.  

 But last summer, Labastida de-
cided to ratchet up the level of in-
ventiveness with the outfits. He chose 
15 Mexican fashion designers to cre-
ate clothing for the Niño Dios. The 
results are on display now at Mexi-
co City’s Museo Nacional de Culturas 
Populares in Coyoacán.  

 “I wanted to provide 15 distinct 
Mexican perspectives on what our 
culture reflects today, in 2011. Out-
side of Mexico, people think we’re 
constantly referring to the past and 
our ancestors. But Mexico continues 
moving forward. We’re the launch-
ing point in the vanguard of so many 
things,” he said in an interview last 
week with The News. 

 The exhibit is called “Vestir al Ni-
ño Dios, moda celestial” (“To Dress 
the Baby Jesus, heavenly cloth-
ing”), and it includes established and 
emerging designers, said Labastida. 

 The mix of clothing is quite di-
verse. Some Niños Dios are in pret-
ty white dresses. Some are... well, let’s 
just say this isn’t your grandmother’s 
Niño Dios.   

 TEAMO, the design team of 

Designer-
dressed Niños 
Dios stir up 
controversy
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NEW THREADS 
FOR THE BABY JESUS


